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Gun Rights in National Constitutions 

"[T]he precise language in each constitution is different, and no other country [outside the United
States] has the 'well-regulated militia' language" [said Tom Ginsburg, University of Chicago
international law professor and co-director of the Comparative Constitutions Project]. 

Of the constitutions that do have an explicit right to bear arms "ours [the US] is the only one that
does not explicitly include a restrictive condition."  

"We code only Mexico, Guatemala and the U.S. as having a right to bear arms." While the
constitutions of Haiti and Iran do mention guns, "the provision was too ambiguous for us to
consider it a true right to bear arms." 

Comparative Constitutions Project - Right to Bear Arms
https://www.constituteproject.org/search?lang=en&key=arms
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Guatemala, Mexico and the U.S…. are among the very few countries throughout history whose
constitutions have guaranteed the right to bear arms. 

Our study of constitutions going back to 1789 shows that only a minority has ever included gun
rights… [and] the number has dwindled… 

Twenty-four constitutions from nine countries have included gun rights in some form since
1789… [most] countries that had the right have actively chosen to reject it in subsequent
constitutions. 

17 percent had the right in 1875. Since the early 1900s, however, the proportion has been less
than 10 percent and falling…  

Today, only three out of nearly 200 constitutions contain a right to bear arms… 

The Nicaraguan constitution provided… "the right to arm themselves in defense of their
sovereignty, independence and revolutionary gains. It is the duty of the state to direct, organize
and arm the people to guarantee this right." 

The U.S. constitution is alone in omitting any written conditions under which the government can
regulate arms and munitions. In other countries, the right is typically limited to self-defense, either
of the home or the state itself. Guatemala gives its citizens the right to own weapons for personal
use in the home and states that citizens can only be forced to relinquish guns by judicial order.
Haiti gives citizens the right to use guns to defend the home but explicitly denies a general right
to bear arms.
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Licensing 

7. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (5) of section 5 of this Act, no person shall, as of
right, be entitled to the grant of any licence or permit under this Act and the authority having the
function of granting such licence or permit may without being bound to assign any reason
therefore refuse the grant of such licence or permit or, subject to the provisions of any regulations
made under section 33 of this Act, may impose such terms or conditions as he may think fit, and
may revoke such licence or permit for such cause as he may consider appropriate: 
Provided that any person aggrieved by any such decision, other than a decision by the President,
may appeal in writing to the President acting in his discretion whose decision thereon shall be
final. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this section, no licence or permit under the
provisions of this Act shall be granted if there is reason to believe that the applicant or holder of
the licence -
(a) is under the age of seventeen; 
(b) is of unsound mind; 
(c) is not fit to have possession of the firearm in question on account of defective eyesight; 
(d) is a person of intemperate habits; 
(e) has during the previous five years been convicted of an offence involving violence or the
threat of violence.
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